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CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER 2002 1945-58

elcome and a very Merry Christmas to
all our readers. This bumper issue
includes a full variety of features and
stories as well as all the usual favourites.
Regarding our reunion not in May 2003 when we
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following year 2004. The choice of venue is
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Portsmouth Home Club twelve votes while the

Trecarn Hotel had twenty-four votes as well as

the reunion page of the Navy News. Seaside

hotels around the country have their coverts, the

Trecarn hosts many reunions so does the Home Club Portsmouth and the Nautical Club Birmingham. It is
completely impractical for the membership to consider any venue just by having a name and address. We
require the fullest details such as number or rooms available, facilities for the AGM, a banquet meal, evening
entertainment and of course costs etc. Then the committee need to make a formal reconnoitre to evaluate the
venue and make recommendations. In this light I have written to several reunion venues asking for their
brochures. So far the County Hotel, Llandudno, North Wales (another Wallace Arnold residence) and the
Royal Sailors Home Club Portsmouth have replied both with similar facilities and prices that we have
enjoyed at the Trecarn Hotel Babbacombe. Next year when we meet for our AGM this important item must
be addressed, always assuming we can get the dates we want so the earlier we book the better.

Sad to relate Cliff Hartill of the 1952-54 commission died on 7th October.

Regarding payment of our annual £10 subscription. Receiving the Autumn Newsletter prompted several
members to send in their cheques/postal orders made out to HMS Opossum Association. 5 shipmates have
still not replied to previous appeals, so our Association is shy of the £50, now 6 months overdue. If this
applies to you 'get your skates on' do something practical, a receipt will be issued as proof of payment.
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CORRESPONDENCE STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Letters have been received from : - Stan Oldfield (2), Cash in £1013.09
Dick Wright (2), Ken Heap, Brian Healey, Ron & Cashout  £708.53
Kathie Hare (2), Captain Stewart Porter (2), Ken

Carson, Roy Wood, Dave Landeg, Peter Shore (2), Balance £304.56

Alan Percival (2), Nick & Pat Whytock, Roy Slingsby,
Stewart Coltherd, Jim Finch, Sam Short (2), Ken
Slater, Peter Davies, Doug Goulding, Michael Eardley
Wilmot and Bill Price.

Letters written: - 27.

CHAIRMANS COMMENTS

Hi Shipmates.

The days are rolling by at a fast rate of knots and only six months to our
next reunion. In the Autumn Newsletter shipmates were reminded about
lapsed subscriptions. Perhaps you thought you had paid but it had slipped
your memory. I hope shipmates will be up to date by the next Newsletter as
non-payment of subs indicates a withdrawal from the Association. Any
shipmate who has a problem can write to me in confidence. Eddie our
Secretary will issue a receipt as proof of payment.

Booking forms for the 2003 reunion are in your possession, so please fill
them in and send them off ASAP. The venue for the 2004 reunion will be
one of the main topics (show one hand not two at the vote) at next years
AGM. Our Secretary has delved into possible options to the Trecarn,
hopefully with ample car parking.

Paragraph 5 of Willy Mitchell's letter (see Autumn Newsletter) (I got
legless). I recall a dinner time drink with him and I am sure he hangs his legs up on a coat hanger and
shuffles to the table as one minute he's on chair, the next he's gone (you've guessed right) yes, on the
floor.

Willy, I love a trier, 11/10

Regards
Stan
ROLL OF HONOUR
John C Cartwright John Eardley Willmot Ronald Bradley
Albert Corless Les Wood Harry (Scouse) Barlow
Bob Gray David Jarvis Ken Harris
John Williams George Scott Harry Roach
Reg Parker Pat Norman Fred Thornton
Gorden Fletcher Ivan C Haskell Fred (Mick) Bodel
George H Richards Fred King John Davison
George Curry Sid Pemberton Stephen Hart
Derek Brown Cliff Hartill
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WILLY'S WANDERINGS
(continued from the Autumn Newsletter)

By Willy Mitchell

After leave back to the Signal School and got a draft to
HMS Ladybird in Sasebo, the communication H.Q. for
Korea. Was appointed liaison signalman (as usual
anything to get me off the ship) on loan to the Yanks,
Dutch, Aussies etc. for runs up the Korean coast. At this
time the Yanks actually wanted to pay us at their rates of
pay. The British Government practically had kittens at
the idea and promptly put the mockers on that idea. In an
effort to raise the wherewithal for the occasional run
ashore, Scotland's number one brain decided to take up
boxing. If you won your fight you got 30 script dollars
and the same if you got the best loser. Having a long and
inglorious history in losing I usually managed 20 bucks.
The chances of winning a fight were to say the least
rather remote as the opposition usually consisted of
Golden Gloves contenders. As many of you will
remember the Yanks had a modest little sign over the
harbour which proclaimed 'through these portals pass the
best goddamn fighting men in the world'. The Allied
forces thought it quite good fun to tear this down and throw it in the harbour along with sundry
Yanks. So we were all eventually transferred to Kure. Prior to this I got loaned to HMS Opossum
where I was prevailed upon by Lt. Cdr. Young to make the loan permanent. As you know the Jimmy
was a stern Scots Presbyterian type. He wasn't too hot when it came to judging character as he
considered me to be one of the better type of ratings. After the end of the Korea do we sailed with the
Pukaki on Formosa Straits patrol. The Formosan mob were attacking our merchant shipping running
up to Shanghai aided and abetted by our erstwhile allies the Yanks who didn't recognise the
Communist regime. By this time Commander Eardley Wilmot had taken over command. I didn't
think the First Lieutenant knew quite how to handle an exotic character like Eardley and have doubts
that his Calvinistic principles were in a state of permanent uproar given the type of pleasures our new
Captain was fond of.

On entering Hong Kong, our radar went on the blink and we confronted a large merchantman
looming up dead ahead. On the principle that it was better to be prepared I immediately availed
myself of the bridge grating in the event of abandoning ship. However, our bows only got bent back
and we proceeded into dock for repairs. We had some quite interesting runs ashore including the
China Fleet Club where we tended to have a somewhat lively exchange of views with our American
friends. One of my favourite memories was on a baron strangling run to the university. The following
morning I had the forenoon watch on the bridge - we were still tied up alongside the dockyard wall -
some of my so called friends brought the rum up to the bridge where we mixed it with the Chinese
whisky, gin and vodka received from the university. I vaguely recall some officer coming to the
bridge saying Mitchell send this signal - never mind I'll do it myself. Shortly afterwards I was to be
made up to L/sig (THEY REALLY WERE THAT DESPERATE). Prior to Captain's requestment |
was sitting on the bridge sewing on my killicks badge, surprised at the number who came to wish me
luck until I realised I was sewing the badge on the wrong sleeve, shower of rotten swine!

I'm not certain if we did manoeuvres with the Fleet, but on bandit hunting off the coast of Malaya our
Captain Eardley Wilmot told the Yeoman to leave the bridge and have newly promoted me in
charge of communications (not one of his better ideas). The senior officer hoisted Station starboard
one answer five. On the execute I told the skipper to take station 15 miles away to starboard. To give
Eardley his due he did ask if I was sure. On my replying in the affirmative we promptly headed off
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